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Other Phases

Our Vision for a 
Conservation College

Our learning experiences will be expanded through Natural Vision. From 

creating fun, family visits to running adult education and university classes, 

the vision for Zoo education is exciting and innovative. ‘Futures’ is the fi rst 

new college facility to enable us to deliver this vision. 

‘Futures’ will off er evening and weekend access, providing a high quality 

community venue. Facilities will serve the 

universities in the region and the whole 

Zoo will be conceived as a campus. 

‘Futures’ is also our base as we 

expand our education services 

to include visits to schools 

and community events.



Animals and Conservation

As a registered charity Chester Zoo’s 

mission is to be a major force in conserving 

biodiversity worldwide. Since the early 1990s 

it has developed a worldwide and renowned 

conservation programme that currently runs 

over 150 projects in more than 50 countries 

including the UK. Chester Zoo is recognised 

as one of the world’s leading zoological 

conservation organisations.

The Zoo’s mission to help save wildlife from 

extinction is achieved at Chester through 

education, conservation breeding, research, 

and advances in animal welfare. These are all 

conservation activities that occur within the 

Zoo (ex-situ conservation). 

Chester Zoo’s role as a conservation 

organisation also increasingly involves 

developing and supporting conservation and 

research in the wild (in-situ). Each year the 

Zoo is involved in many conservation projects 

working directly with threatened species in 

the wild through Conservation Programmes, 

Conservation Grants and a number of other 

initiatives.

Natural Vision will signifi cantly increase this 

commitment and capacity and provide a 

window into our local and global conservation 

work through the use of innovative 

interpretation and electronic technology.

Natural Vision will also enable advances in 

animal medicine and welfare and will assist 

Chester Zoo in setting new standards in 

animal care.

Natural Vision brings together a wealth of benefi ts to 

Chester Zoo building upon the existing variety of programmes and activities 

Economic and Tourism Benefi ts

is designed to encourage more visits in 

winter and shoulder seasons to help avoid 

congestion at peak times. 

Phase 1 alone will generate 130,000 

additional bed nights annually from visitors 

staying in the Cheshire/Warrington area. Total 

additional benefi ts of Phase 1 to the region 

will be worth more than £300 million (net 

present value). 

Completion of Natural Vision will increase 

the total benefi t to nearly £420 million (net 

present value) and will provide thousands of 

new job opportunities.   

Benefi ts of Natural Vision
Natural Vision Chester Zoo

Education Benefi ts 

The Learning Outside the Classroom Agenda, 

Equal Access and Lifelong Learning form part 

of Education Policy for the Zoo. The range of 

experiences that Natural Vision will deliver to 

our learners allows us to meet the needs of 

the wider community we serve.

Increased capacity and quality of resources 

means that we will be able to expand our 

existing education off er to all sectors of our 

market from primary schools, to university 

students; from training overseas colleagues 

to hosting youth groups such as guides and 

scouts. Eventually there will be facilities for 

benign scientifi c research.

A key aim of Natural Vision is to strengthen 

Chester and Cheshire as a visitor destination 

and deliver economic benefi ts to the area and 

to the North West. 

By giving Chester Zoo more exhibits and 

attractions than can be enjoyed in one day, 

Natural Vision will make the Zoo a weekend 

destination as well as a day trip, and 

give repeat visitors better value.

Natural Vision is projected to increase Zoo 

visitor numbers from the current 1.3 million 

visits per year towards 1.6 million visits a 

year by 2013 and to 2 million by 2019. It 




