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Biological Sample Request Form
Please Note: 
In accordance with the Zoo Licensing Act 1981 (and any other applicable legislation in force from time to time), all sample requests from Chester Zoo’s Living Collection1 must be assessed and approved prior to commencement to ensure scientific and ethical validity, that animal welfare is not compromised and that it complies with relevant UK and EU legal requirements. We require justification of any samples taken from live animals detailing how provision of these samples will provide information for the direct benefit of the animal concerned, its group, or for population management. Unless otherwise agreed, supplied samples remain the property of Chester Zoo and must not be used for any other purpose than as described in this form, nor ever used for commercial purposes. The Principal Investigator is responsible for costs and required documentation associated with the processing, packing and shipping of samples requested. If the request is approved, Chester Zoo can only supply samples collected opportunistically. For more information please read Chester Zoo’s Biological Sample Requests Terms and Conditions at the end of this document.
Section 1 Contact details:
	Principal Investigator name:
	

	Contact phone number:
	

	Contact email address:
	


Section 2 Project Outline:
	Project Title:
	

	Project Purpose:
(Max. 250 words; a brief summary including project justification and research aims)
	

	Will this study contribute towards an academic qualification? 
If yes, please specify what qualification.
	

	Is the project formally endorsed by any advisory groups (e.g. TAG, EEP, BIAZA) or recognised within a conservation action plan? 
Provide details and append a copy of the support letter if applicable.
	

	Contact details of Chester Zoo personnel already contacted and summary of correspondence:
	

	Are any other institutions contributing biological samples to this research? If so, please list here:

Please note: if you are conducting a multi-institution study, please consider contacting the EAZA Biobank biobank@eaza.net to coordinate approvals and sample collection
	


Section 3 Anticipated benefits and outcomes: 

	How will this project benefit the individual, group or species from which samples are taken?
	

	How will the results of this project be disseminated? 
For example, student dissertation, conference proceedings, peer reviewed publications, etc. 
	

	Expected date of submission of written report to Chester Zoo’s Science Team:
	


Section 4 Sample details: 

	Type of protocol:
	 FORMDROPDOWN 
 (Double click for options)

	What species are you requesting samples from?
	Common name:


	Scientific name:

	What type of samples are you requesting? 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Serum

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Whole blood (specify anticoagulant):      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Plasma (specify anticoagulant):      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Cell pellet

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Saliva

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Urine

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Faeces

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Hair

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Feathers

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Swab (specify):      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Tissues (specify):      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Carcass

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other (specify):      

	How many samples are you requesting? 
Indicate number of samples per individual and total number requested
	

	Frequency of sample collection?
	

	Volume of sample(s) requested?
	

	Are there any specific criteria for sample inclusion?

For example health status, age, sex of animals
	

	Are there any criteria for sample exclusion? 

For example health status, age, sex of animals
	

	Do samples need to come from individually identified animals, or are group samples acceptable?
	

	Detailed collection and storage procedure prior to shipping:
For example storage at -20°C or -80°C
	

	Are there any special requirements for shipping? 
(E.g. dry ice)
	

	Is any additional information required with samples?

For example medical records, diet, breeding history
	

	For retrospective sample requests, what date do you need the samples by?

Please note that we cannot guarantee samples earlier than 8 weeks from submission of this form
	


	For prospective sample requests, what is the start and end date of this study?

Samples will only be collected opportunistically between these dates. 

Please note that for long-term studies, a new biological sample request must be submitted every 5 years for requests to remain open.
	Start:
	End:

	Are any permits or licences needed for shipping of samples? 
Please provide full details and justification
	

	How will you cover the costs of the project? 
Researchers are required to cover any costs generated by their approved projects, including materials, transport/courier of samples and/or equipment.
	

	Please give details of shipping arrangements here:

(E.g. courier, collection in person etc.)
	

	Shipping address:
	

	Describe the plan for disposition of unexpended biomaterials or derivatives after the study is completed:
	


Section 5 Acceptance of Chester Zoo’s Biological Sample Requests Terms and Conditions: 
Please add as many rows as are required. (Please note - If the study will contribute to an academic qualification, this form must be signed by the student and the academic supervisor).
	Signature
	Printed name
	Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	By signing this form, applicants accept and are bound by the Biological Sample Requests Terms and Conditions.  Chester Zoo must be informed as soon as possible if the results reveal diagnostically important data that would directly impact on the welfare of the animals sampled.


Please complete the form and email to research@chesterzoo.org
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Biological Sample Requests Terms and Conditions

By signing the declaration on the Biological Sample Request Form, the Principal Investigator and/or supervisor confirms that all applicants understand and agree to these Terms and Conditions.
1. Biological samples taken from Chester Zoo’s Living Collection
 will be restricted to the use of techniques that do not require Home Office licencing (http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/science-research/animal-research/).

2. Biological samples can only be supplied opportunistically, thus we cannot guarantee that approved samples will become available during the project.
3. Studies without a specified end-date will be reviewed every 5-years. It is the responsibility of the researcher to confirm that the request should remain open beyond this time; otherwise it will be automatically closed. 
4. Unless otherwise agreed, all biological samples supplied by NEZS are, and will remain, its property. 

5. Biological samples supplied by NEZS will only be used for the purposes described in the Biological Sample Request form and will not be sold or developed for commercial purposes, nor will they be distributed to a third party. 

6. Biological samples, or products derived from them (such as extracted DNA, cultures, cell lines, etc.), will be returned at NEZS request if NEZS concludes that the samples are not being used in accordance with these guidelines or any specific requirements accompanying the provision of the samples.

7. The Principal Investigator is responsible for any and all costs associated with the processing, packing and shipping of samples requested, for example the supply of materials (e.g. sample pots or enrichment devices) and organisation of transport/courier for the delivery of samples.

8. The Principal Investigator is responsible for obtaining all necessary permits and documentation pertaining to the receipt and use of the samples prior to the movement of samples. This is inclusive of any appropriate CITES permits, import/export permits, dangerous goods licence, shipping and labelling requirements or any other relevant regulations. 

9. The Principal Investigator accepts all risks and responsibility for the receipt, handling, use, storage and disposal of the materials (please refer to The Animal By-Products Regulations 2005) and understands that there are potential unknown zoonotic hazards associated with the handling of the requested biomaterials.  No biological samples which have known zoonotic risks will be supplied, unless specifically requested for the purposes of a research project. 

10. The Principal Investigator agrees to defend and hold NEZS completely harmless from any and all claims and legal actions and/or judgments (including claims for personal injury, property damage and death) arising from or in connection with the receipt, handling, use, storage, and/or disposal of the biological samples. 

11. All reports (including conference presentations, journal articles, etc.) where Chester Zoo Living Collection samples have been used should acknowledge NEZS as the provider as ‘North of England Zoological Society (Chester Zoo)’ and ensure all data is anonymised.

12. Any kind of media publicity, (e.g. press releases), or public statement of any form (e.g. blog posts, online discussion forums, social media platforms) relating to samples collected at NEZS should not be made by any applicant without first obtaining written permission from NEZS PR Manager at least three weeks in advance. Please contact research@chesterzoo.org to arrange this. 

13. If possible, NEZS would like to receive an electronic copy of the final project report upon its completion emailed to research@chesterzoo.org. 

14. NEZS reserves the right to reject a biological sample request. Reasons for rejection may include, but are not restricted to, not being relevant to NEZS Mission or priorities, incomplete information on the Biological Sample Request Form, the demand on staff input is too high and/or samples are not available. NEZS is under no obligation to accept a biological sample request.
� Any animal housed on site at Chester Zoo or temporarily housed off-site at an approved establishment are classified as being part of the Living Collection






 Any animal housed on site at Chester Zoo or temporarily housed off-site at an approved establishment are classified as being part of the Living Collection 
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