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BIODEGRADABILITY ACTIVITY

Approximately two million pieces of litter are dropped in the UK every day. This has financial and environmental consequences.

It is thought that most of the plastics found littering the ocean actually come from on land. As the furthest we can be from the sea in the UK
is 70 miles, could our rubbish be contributing to that found in the oceans of the world? And what could the consequences be? This timeline
shows just how long it can take for an item of rubbish to decompose in the sea.

Can you place the item of rubbish that has ended up in the sea along the timeline?
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Now check Your
answers using the
Ocean infographic on

the next page
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OCEAN POLLUTION

Estimated decomposition rates of marine litter
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