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Introduce the learning objective and success criteria to the children.

Before playing the video, explain that in this session we are focussing on the impact 
of deforestation of the rainforest.  However, make it clear that the environmental 
issues of deforestation are the same across the world.  

Explain that deforestation has occurred a great deal over the centuries since the 
UK was once covered in forest.  In recent times, much deforestation occurred 
during World War I and II for transport construction.  However, it occurs now mainly 
for construction, to remove tree disease and for agriculture (due to the expanding 
population).

Play the video ‘What is deforestation?’ using the link above.  This video explains the 
reasons for deforestation and also the impact of deforestation on animals, plants 
and the environment.

Explain that the children will be feeding back what they know by answering the 
following questions on a mind map. 
 
‘Why does deforestation occur?  (Give examples).’
 
‘What is the negative (bad) impact of deforestation?  (Give examples).’

Model how to write a few ideas offered by the children on to a mind map (as on 
slide).  Explain activity 1.

Activity 1:

In pairs or small groups, the children should write down all the knowledge they 
remember that answers the above questions, using knowledge gained from the 
video and perhaps gained from previous lessons.  This could occur on a worksheet: 
‘Reasons for and against deforestation’ (perhaps A3 size) or using the same mind 
map drawn on to a large sheet of paper; ideas could be collated from the group 
using marker pens (rather than using the worksheet).  

N.B. Mind maps should be kept for the follow-up lesson, ‘To understand the impact 
of deforestation on animals and plants’.

Mini Plenary:
The children should feedback their ideas 
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 to the class.  The teacher should then complete the class mind map, collating all 
the main ideas gathered so far.
 
Explain that people are now increasingly recognising the negative impact of 
deforestation and so it is important to seek other ways of e.g. farming and 
logging using more sustainable methods (ways that do not have such a negative 
impact on plants, animals and the environment).  Ask the children:
 
‘Can you think of more sustainable methods?’
 
If the children have been taught other lessons involving deforestation or 
discussion of sustainable palm oil, then the children could explain some of these 
e.g.:
- farming should re-use land previously deforested and should not cut down 
more areas of trees. 
- wildlife corridors can be included to enable animals to move from one part of 
the rainforest across plantations to another part of the rainforest.
- replanting trees following removal for logging.
 
Encourage the children to discuss some of these ideas through suitable 
questioning.

Introduce Activity 2:

This slide explains how the children can play the chain game.  To prepare for 
this, photocopy the worksheet: ‘Deforestation Chain Game’ on to card and cut 
out the cards.

This game has been designed to reinforce some of the major issues about 
deforestation that have been explained in the video.  
 
The activity will also be a good assessment of whether the children have grasped 
some of the deforestation issues.  Monitoring the progress of the activity could 
highlight whether the children need further clarification; this could be addressed 
immediately following the activity.

*Children to be paired with a child of higher ability.
**The children could be given questions to answer on their whiteboards that 
are related to the chain game, when they have completed the activity and they 
should prepare feedback to the class e.g.:
 
‘How do you think the life of the indigenous people might be affected by 
deforestation?’
 
‘Why do you think warming of the atmosphere affects plants and animals?’
 
‘What do you think might happen to life on Earth if too many trees are cut down?’

Mini Plenary:
Ask the children:

‘Have you learnt any new information  
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about deforestation from the chain game?’

The higher ability children should be asked to feedback their answers to the 
questions they were given, related to the chain game.
 
The children should be encouraged to add any further learning to their mind 
maps.  

Important information should be added to the class mind map when the 
children feedback to the class.  Review and discuss problems that the children 
encountered whilst answering the questions in the chain game.

Review the learning objective and success criteria.  The children should be 
asked to write down:
- at least 2 reasons why deforestation is occurring.
- at least 2 negative effects of deforestation.
 
These could be taken in for assessment purposes.  Pairs of children could 
explain to each other what they have written down and why.  Some pairs of 
children could then feedback to the class.  Discuss the responses positively with 
the children.
 
Differentiated questions could occur e.g.:
 
‘Can you give me a good reason why deforestation has occurred in the 
rainforest?’
 
‘Can you give me a negative effect of deforestation?’
 
‘What do you think might happen to the rainforest plants and animals if 
deforestation continues to occur?’
 
 ‘What gas is increasing in the atmosphere as a result of deforestation?  Why is 
this important for the planet?’
 
‘Can you explain why deforestation in the rainforest in South-east Asia has 
increased drastically in the last few years (since the 1980s)?
 
‘What can we do to prevent so much deforestation?’

Read this slide to the children.  Explain that although some scientists predict that 
all the rainforest will cease to exist in 100 years, this is the worst case scenario 
and dependant on humans and whether they recognise the importance of the 
rainforest.  The issues related to deforestation are now being highlighted and it is 
important for countries across the world to put measures in place to protect the 
rainforest.

Read through the slide with the children.  You may feel it important to expand on 
the points above:

Explain that palm oil production in  
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South-east Asia has caused huge destruction to the rainforest in this region.  
However, it is important to recognise that palm oil is preferable to other oils, 
which is why it should still be produced, but in a sustainable way.  

Explain that it is important for the palm oil industry to be sustainable in other 
areas of the world.  Current plantations in Ecuador are generally sustainable, but 
this should continue.  

We should be encouraged to buy only products that contain sustainable palm oil, 
which will encourage plantations to be sustainable.

Show the video: ‘Our Planet: How to Restore Our Forests’ in which David 
Attenborough gives some advice for the world. 
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