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How does deforestation affect 
a wild rainforest animal?
Success Criteria:

I can:

•	write how deforestation affects a specific animal.

•	 include other information about how deforestation 	
	 affects animals and plants.

•	 include information from my own research.

L.O.: To understand the 
impact of deforestation 
on animals and plants



How does deforestation affect 
a wild rainforest animal?
•	 In pairs, read and discuss one or two Chester Zoo fact cards 	
	 about wild rainforest animals in Borneo and Malaysia.

•	 Choose a rainforest animal to write about.  Draw a picture of 
 		 the rainforest animal.  Around the outside, show how this 		  	
	 animal is affected by deforestation of unsustainable palm oil 		 	
	 plantations. (See next slide for example).

•	 Use the information you have gained in the lesson on deforestation.  		
	 Look carefully at the notes you made on the reasons for deforestation 	
		 (why it occurs) and reasons against deforestation.

L.O.: To understand the 
impact of deforestation 
on animals and plants

All: Use information learned about deforestation and the fact card to support your work. 
*You may plan your writing in pairs. 
***If possible, use further research about your chosen wild animal. chesterzoo.org/learning
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Name

Sumatran Orangutan
Scientific Name

Pongo abelii
Threats (why they’re at risk) Cutting down trees to plant crops for palm oil 

Distribution (where they live) Sumatra in Indonesia 
Habitat (what they live in)

Tropical rainforest
Diet/Feeding strategy  (what they eat and how they eat it)

They eat fruit like figs. They can use sticks to find termites in 

termite mounds 
Social behaviour (how they live) Males mostly live on their own. Females can live in small groups 

with their young. 
Males and females Adult males are bigger and heavier than females. They can have 

big throat pouches and cheek pads as well.

Lifespan (how long they live for) up to 50 years in the wild
Number of young (how many babies) 1 every 8-9 years
Interesting fact

They have long arms that can stretch for 2 metres from fingertip to 

fingertip

An extremely high risk of becoming Extinct in the Wild

chesterzoo.org/learning
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Name

Malayan Tapir

Scientific Name
Tapirus indicus

Threats (why they’re at risk)
Deforestation due to forest conversion, especially for palm oil plantations. 

Also hunted for food.

Distribution (where they live)
Sumatra (Indonesia), Malaysia, Thailand and Myanmar.

Habitat (what they live in)
Tropical moist forests.

Diet/Feeding strategy  

(what they eat and how they eat it)
They eat browse, often breaking 8-10 metre tall trees down to access the 

leaves. They also eat a variety of fruits.

Social behaviour (how they live)
Generally solitary and nocturnal but they might occasionally be seen in 

pairs.

Males and females
Females are slightly larger and heavier than males.

Lifespan (how long they live for)
Up to 30 years.

Number of young (how many babies) Normally one calf around every 2 years.

Interesting fact

Young tapirs have brown fur with white stripes and spots. This helps to 

camouflage them in the forest.

A very high risk of 

becoming Extinct 

in the Wild



How deforestation affects me, 
the Malayan Tapir

I need the rainforest for 
camouflage since my fur 
helps me blend in. 

Without camouflage my 
predators can spot me!

My habitat may be completely 
destroyed and I may find it 
difficult to live somewhere else

There may be flooding, 
reducing my habitat

Some plant species may 
disappear and I will not have 
as many different types of 
food to eat

I eat fruits found in the 
rainforest so removal of plants 
will cut down my food

There will not be as much 
rain. Plants and animals like 
me may not have enough 
water to survive.

Cutting down 8 to 10 metre 
trees would mean I cannot 
break these down to eat the 
leaves



What have you learned?
Success Criteria:

I can:

•	 write how deforestation 		
	 affects a specific animal.

•	 include other information 		
	 about how deforestation 		
	 affects animals and plants.

•	 include information from 		
	 my own research.

•	 Share your writing with another 	
	 child or pair of children. 

•	 How does deforestation affect 	
	 this animal?

•	 Feedback to the class.

•	 Share what you have learned 	
	 about how deforestation affects 	
	 the animal you researched.



Endangered animals in the rainforests in  
South East Asia and in South America (the Amazon) 
Endangered animals in the rainforests of 

South East Asia
Endangered Amazon Animals

Bornean 
orangutan

Sumatran 
orangutan

Sumatran 
tiger

Malayan 
tapir

Andean 
bear

Golden lion 
tamarin

Crocodile Jaguar

Giant otter Lowland tapir
Sunda  

pangolin
Bornean 
elephant



The importance of sustainable farming
•	 Sustainable farming practices include the need for farming 
	 land that has previously been deforested.  Therefore, no 		
	 more land is deforested.

•	 Sustainable oil palm plantations 	
	 have wildlife corridors that 		
	 provide rainforest pathways for 	
	 the animals to pass through the 	
	 plantations to reach other areas 	
	 of rainforest.


